
Ma
y

Ju
ne

July

J u l y

Ju
ne

Ju
ly

A pr i l
March

August

August

October

Ja
nu

ar
y

J a n u a r y

Oc
t o

b e
r

October

Ja
nu

ary

February

De
ce

mb
er

May, J une

May to  S ep.

Ma y t
o  S

ep.

Ju
ly,

 A
ug

us
t

M a r c
h  t o

 M
a y

Ap
ril  

an
d O

ct.

J un e t o  A u gu s t

M a y  t o  S ep t em be rO c t ob er  t o  A p r i l

O c t ob er  t o  M ar c h

M a y  t o  S e p t e m b e r

Se
pte

mbe
r to

 May
F r o m  L

o s  A
n g e l e

s

N o v e m b e r  t o  M
a r c h

M a r c h,  A pr i l ,  M a y

November, December

S e p t e
m b e r  t o

 N
o v e m b e r

September to  November

De c e mb er  ( a l t er n a ti v e )

S ep t em be r , O c t o be r , N ov em be r

To  S y d n e y  J u n e ,  J u l y ,  A u g u s t .

F r o m  U n i m a k  P a s s  J u n e  t o  S e p t e m b e r

Novem
ber 

to 
M

ar ch

M a y

May

J u n e

July

June

J u l y
J u l y

M a r c h

A p r i l

A p r i l

A ug u s t
A ug u s t

August
A ug u s t

J an ua r y

J an ua r y

J a n u a r y

J a n u a r y
J a n u a r y

J a n u a r y

J a n u a r y
J a n u a r y

J a n u a r y

D e c e m b e rD e c e m b e r

D e c e m b e r

D e c e m
b e r

D e c e m b e r

M a y ,   J u n e

To  C a p e  H o r n

F r o m  A t l a n t i c

To  S an  F r a n c i s c o

M a r c h ,  A p r i l ,  M a y

J u n e ,  J u l y ,  A u g u s t

J u n e ,  J u l y ,  A u g u s t

F r o m   C h i n a   a n d   J a p a n

F r o m  C h i n a  a n d  J a p a n

O c t o b e r ,  N o v e m b e r ,  D e c e m b e r

D e c e m b e r ,  J a n u a r y ,  F e b r u a r y

To Callao From  Sydney, Newc as tle , E tc.

F r o m  S o u t h  A u s t r a l ia ,  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  a n d  A t l a n t ic .

O c t ob er ,    N ov e m b e r

To  W e s t  C oa s t ,  S ou t h  A m e r i c a

Ju n e

A p r i l

Ap
r i l

A p
r i

l

March

Au g u s t

O c t o b e r

O c
t o

b e
r

Octo
ber

F e
b r

u a
r y

To S amoa

Ju
ne

, J
u ly

Ju l y ,   A
u g

u s t

A p r i l  t o  J u l y

(al
ter

na
tiv

e)

J u n e  t o  A u g u s t

Ap r i l
 t

o  A
u g u s t

J a n u a r y   t o   J u n e

M a y  t o  S e p t e m b e r

Au g u s t  t o  F e b r u a r y

S e p t e
m b e r  t o

 M
a r c

h

Sep t em
be r   t o   D e c em

be r

S e p t e m b e r  t o  N o v e m b e r

J u l y ,  A u g u s t ,  S e p t e m b e r

To and from  Bombay, Apri l

A l
t e

r n
a t

i v
e  

R o u
t e

 ( a
)  O

c t
o b

e r
 t o

 F
e b

r u
ar

y

M a r c h

March  to  Ju ly

M a r c h,  D ec e m b e r

January  to  J une

( s e l d o m   p o s s i b l e )

F r o m   S a n   F r a n c i s c o

October  to  December

" T he  S o ut he r n  R o ut e "

Ju ly, A ugust, Septem ber

To   A u s t r a l i a   a n d   N e w   Z e a l a n d

Southerlyroutefrom S. A merica

Nort he rly r oute F rom S . Am eric a

D e c e m b e r

July, A ugust

T o B omb a y , M ay to

Se p t e
m be

r

(a lt er na ti v
e r o

u te )

T o a n d f r o m B o m b a y , O c t o b e r

T o B o m b a y a n d A d e n , A pr i l t o
S e p te

m
b e

r
( a

l t
e r

na
ti

ve
ro

ut
e)

To B o m b a y and
A de

n , M
ay

t o
S

ep
te

m
be

r

To
B o mb

a y
,

O c
t o

be
r

an
d

A
pr

il

T o A d e n ,
N

o v
e m

b e
r

t o
M

a r
c h

T o

B o m
b a y

,
N

o
v e

m
b

er
to

M
ar

c h
(a

l t
e r

n a
t i

v e
r o

ut
e)

N
o v

em
be

r
t o

M
a r

ch

" T
he

Bo
s c

aw
e n

Pa
ss

ag
e "

S e
pt

em
b e

r,
O

ct
ob

er
( a

l t e
r n

a t
iv

e)

T o
B o m

ba
y,

N
ov

e m
be

r
t o

M
a r

ch

To C a l c u t t
a,

M
a y

t o
S

e p
t e

m
b e

r

To
C a lc

ut
t a

, M
a y

t o
S e

pt
e m

be
r

O c t o
b e r t o

M a r c
h

O c to b e r to
M a r c h

M a y t o S e p t e m b e r

O c t o b e r t o

Ma r c h
( a

lt
e r n

a t iv
e

r o
u t

e )

al
t e

rn
at

i v
e

ro
ut

e

O c to be r

M a y
t o

S ep t e
m be r

O
ctober

t o
M

a r c h
(a l t e r n at i ve)

O c t o b e r t o

M a r c
h

M
a y

to
S ep

t e
m

be
r

O c t o be r ( a l t e r n a t i ve )

M
a y

t o
S e p te mb e rMa

y to
Se

p.

O ct ober to March

O c
tob

er
N

o v
. D

ec
.

O
c to b e r

to
M

a r ch

O ct. to

M
ar

ch

Se p t e m b e r ( alt e rnative)

To S a n F r a n c i sc o

F r o m
S y d

n ey

J u n e , J u l y , A u g u s t

J u n e t o J a n u a r y

F e b r u a r y t o M a y

S e p t em
b e rJanuary

N
o v

em
be

r ,
D e c em b e r

F e b r u a r yM
a r

ch
, Ap r i l

O
c t

o b e rJ un
e, J

ul y

A
u g

us
t

J ul y
t o

S
e p t e

m
b

e r

S a n
F

r a n c i s c o
F ro m

J un e

T o
U

n i m
a k

Pa s s . May

J u
n e ,

J u l y
, A u g u s t

N o v e m
b e r t o

F eb r u a r y

O c t o b e r t o A p ri l

A l t e
r n

a t i v
e

Ro u t e
( b ) O c t o b e r t o

F e b r u a r y

Ma r c h
( a

l t e
r n a t i v

e )

N ov emb er t o
Mar ch

(al t e
rn at i ve ro ut e)

A p ri l t o O ct o b er
Bo th

w
ays

O
ctober
BothwaysApril

M
a y

to
S

e ptem
ber

Mayto
S

e ptember

O
c to b e r

a n d
A

p ril

M a y t o S e p te m b e r

O c t o b e r t o

A p r i l

M
a i

n
Ro

u t
e , N o ve

m
b er

t o
A p r

i l

O c
t ob

e r

M a y
t o

S e p t e m b e r

May
t o

S e p te m b e r

M
a y

to
S ep t em

b er

M
a y

t o
S

ep
t e

m
b e

r

O ct . to
April

F r o m
S a n F ra

n c i s
c o

t o
S y d ne

y

S e p t e m b er , O c to b e r ,

N ov e mb e r

J u n e , J u l y ,

Au g u s t .

M
a rc h , A p r i l ,

M a y

To S a n F r an c is c o , F r o m M e l bo u r n e , A d e la i d e E t c .

S e p t e m b e r , O c t o b e r , N o v e m b e r

M a r c h , A p r i l , M a y

Sep t em be r, O c t o b e r , N o v em be r

Dec e m b e r , J a n u a r y, Fe b r u a r y

Jun e, Ju ly, Aug.

M
ar c h , Ap r il , M a y

Jun e,
J ul y, A

u g us t

Sep tem
b er ,

O
c to b e r,

N ove m
b e r

Ja
n u a r y , F eb r ua ry , Ma r c h

J u n e t o J a n u a r y

O
c t o b e r

t o
M

a r c h

S ep t e m be r, Oc t ob e r,
No v e m

be r

J u n e

J u l y
A

ug
u st

M
a r c h ,

A pr i l ,
M

ay

S
e p

te
m

be
r

t o
Ja

n u
a r

y

November

D
e c e m

b e r

t o
M a r c h

M
a y

t o
O

c t o be r

S e
p t

e m
be

r

J a n u a r y t o M a r c h

M a y t o J u l y

M a y t o A u g u s t

S e p t e m b e r t o A p r i l

T o C a p e H o r n F r o m A d e l a i d e ( a l t e r n a t i v e )

T o W e s t C o a s t S . A m er ic a F r o m S y d n ey , N e w c a s t l e , E t c .

Dec ember, Jan ua ry, Fe br u ar y

To Va n c o u v e r a n d S a n F r a n c i s c o

M ay
to

Se p te m be r

ShoutherlyroutefromS.America

S ho u t h er ly r o u t e f r om S . A m e r ic a

N o r t h e r l y r o u t e f r o m S . A m e r i c a T o C h i n a a n d J a p a n

M ay to J u n e
Ja nu ary to A pr il

Oc t.
to

Ap
ril

Oc
t.

to
Apr il

J uly to Dec .

S o u t h e r l y r o u t e t o C h i n a a n d J a p a n

A ug us t
t o

F e b r u a r y

N o rth e rl y
r o u te

t o
C h i n a

a n d
J ap a n

"T
h e N o r t h e r n R ou t e "

(A u tu m n m o n t h s

a l t e r n a t i v e )

"T
h e

So
u t

h e
rn

R ou
te

"
( A

l l
S e as

o n s)

M a y t o S e pt e m b e r

J a n u a r y ( a l t e r n a t i v e r o u t e )

Legend
West-going Routes
South-going Routes
North-going Routes
East-going Routes

Copyright © VEHA All rights reserved.

This Chart illustrates the more important routes d escribed
In the book of “Ocean Passages” published  by the Ad miralty, 1923

NOT TO BE USED FOR NAVIGATION
THE WORLD SAILING SHIP ROUTES

PREPARED BY REAR ADMIRAL BOYLE T. SOMERVILLE. C.M.G.

MEMORANDUM.
Th e Routes h ere sh ow n are th ose in modern use for Sailing Sh ips, on Ocean Voyages.
Sh ort, or coasting voyages are not sh ow n, nor voyages entirely or ch iefly to w indw ard,
(as, for example, form Bombay to Aden in th e S.W. Monsoon), th ese now  being seldom
undertaken by Sailing Sh ips.
North -going Routes are tinted Pink, w ith  Direction-arrow s, and Month s in Carmine.
South -going   〃       〃     〃     Grey, 〃            〃       〃        〃     〃        〃  Dark Grey.
East-going   〃       〃     〃     Yellow , 〃            〃       〃        〃     〃        〃  Dark Yellow .
West-going   〃       〃     〃     Brow n, 〃            〃       〃        〃     〃        〃  Dark Brow n.

Th e tinted Route-zones indicate by th eir breadth  th e limits betw een w h ich  th e 
Tracks are usually made.
In Cases w h ere routes betw een tw o ports vary according to season of th e year th e
name of th e appropriate month  or month s, w ritten along it, indicates th e track
w h ich  sh ould be taken at th ose periods.
Th e routes sh ow n are based on general experience but ow ing to th e variability of w inds in 
all latitudes, departure from th e tracks h ere recommended may often be necessary.
Th e “Alternative” tracks sh ow n are th ose preferred by some navigators, instead of
th e Routes in general use.

Prepared  by the Hyd rographic Dept. of the Ad miralty 29th March 1923, und er the Superintend ence of Rear-Admiral Fred k. C. Learmonth, C.B., C.B.E., Hyd rographer.


